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SUBJECT: PAC TERRORISM TRIAL 

REF: PRETORIA 1064 

1 . ON FEBRUARY 28, JUSTICE CURLEWIS, PRESIDING OVER THE 
PAN AFRICANIST CONGRESS (PAC) TERRORISM ACT TRIAL IN 
BETHAL, GRANTED THE STATE'S APPLICATION FOR AN "IN CAMERA" 
SESSION IN ORDER TO PROTECT THE IDENTITY OF BLACKS 
TESTIFYING FOR THE STATE. THE APPLICATION STIPULATED 
THAT THE PUBLIC GALLERY BE CLEARED AND THAT ONLY REPORTERS 
WITH POLICE PRESS CARDS MAY BE PRESENT. CUR LEWIS' RULING 
FOLLOWED TESTIMONY BY SECURITY POLICE OFFICIALS FROM NATAL 
AND THE TRANSVAAL TO THE EFFECT THAT STATE WITNESSES IN 
SIMILAR TRIALS HAD LEGITIMATELY FEARED REPRISALS IF THEIR 
NAMES WRE KNOWN TO THE PUBLIC. 
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2. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, THE STATE BEGAN CALLING 
THE FIRST OF 168 WITNESSES. MANY FORMER PAC MEMBERS, 

IN EARLY MARCH. MOST OF THEIR TESTIMONY TO DATE HAS 
CONSISTED OF ALLEGATIONS THAT ACCUSED NUMBER TWO, JOHN 
GANYA, ATTEMPTED TO ESTABLISH GUERRILLA HIDEOUTS IN 
WIDOW S HOMES IN SOUTH AFRICA, AND WAS INVOLVED IN 
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SENDING MEN TO TANZANIA VIA SWAZILAND FOR MILITARY 
TRAINING. THE WITNESSES ALSO IMPLICATED SAM MAT, TNG A 
AND DR. NABOATH NTSHUNTSHA, BOTH OF WHOM DIED IN 
DETENTION LAST YEAR, AS ACTIVE PARTICIPANTS IN PAC 
ACTIVITIES WITHIN SOUTH AFRICA. 

3. DEFENSE ADVOCATE HARRY PITMAN CROSS-EXAMINED ONE 
WITNESS AS TO WHY HE DECIDED TO TESTIFY FOR THE STATE. 

PITMAN NOTED THAT THE WITNESS BELONGED TO THE PAC FOR 18 YEARS, 
SERVED FIVE YEARS ON ROBBEN ISLAND FOR PAC ACTIVITIES, 

AND, ALTHOUGH RELUCTANCLY, ADMITTED ADMIRATION FOR THE 
LATE ROBERT SOBUKWE. THE WITNESS, ALREADY IN DETENTION 
FOR OVER 12 MONTHS, TOLD THE COURT T THOUGHT OF MY 
AGE AND SUFFERING IN JAIL. I DECIDED TO FREE MYSELF 
AND GIVE EVIDENCE." 

4. EMBASSY WILL TRY AND SEND OBSERVER TO BETHAL AGAIN 
DURING WEEK OF MARCH 13. PITMAN OFFERED TO MAKE SPECIAL 
APPLICATION TO COURT TO SECURE DIPLOMATIC OBSERVER'S 
ADMITTANCE. 

BOWDLER 
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